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Gilpin County – A Rural Mountain Community.  Dirt roads, no supermarket, no hospital – what we don’t have in our little unique county, but for many of us who are capable of recognizing uniqueness, what we don’t have here in Gilpin County doesn’t matter.
   


In 2006, a huge brouhaha arose in the small community known as Blue River, a town located just a couple of miles from glitzy Breckenridge, population not quite sure, but so small it doesn’t have a post office, where most of the locals will tell you they just plain don’t care, that they are downright proud of the dirt roads and their rural way of life.  

As far too many areas in Colorado such as Blue River are facing, developers of “megahomes” on paved roads have discovered the area.  Under pressure from the community real estate agents and speculators, a proposition for road paving of the dirt streets in Blue Valley was finally put in motion.  Even some of the locals were falling for the hype of how paved roads would increase property values, a premise used by realtors/speculators to persuade town officials to put the proposition on the ballot.  Falling for it that is until they found out how much each property owner’s share would be.  The price per property owner?  As much as $18,000.00 each which would have meant many of the typical property owners would have been forced to move or take out second mortgages on their property.  


The mayor (a real estate agent, ahem, no vested interest there) abruptly resigned during the emotionally charged aftermath of one town hall meeting.  The following week, after an executive session, the mayor pro tem announced withdrawal of the controversial proposal.  Long-time locals maintained they came to the area with dirt roads and wanted them to stay that way.  Seems oh so appropriate to remind readers at this point, “YOU CAN FIGHT CITY HALL!”

As readers may recall, this writer/19-year resident’s philosophy has been that Gilpin County is unique in a number of aspects.  The land area makes it the smallest in the state of Colorado (city and county ones are not included since they obviously are not rural).  The population is in the category of “one of the smallest.”  The classification of unique brings with it the need for at least some explanation of what unique means.  That old edition of Webster this writer is so fond of simply states “unusual or rare.”  And so it goes, what’s unusual or rare to one person may be meaningless to someone else.  People grow up with a belief system, the values established during those formative years that provide their perspective on all things throughout life.
It certainly bears pointing out; the most overpowering factor that now dominates the “uniqueness” of Gilpin is gaming, albeit confined to the gaming district, not supposed to expand outside those boundaries.  

Those tired of my rural pontification may not want to read on, but here’s the beginning of what rural means.  And yes, this writer grew up on a farm and never lived in the city until age 18, so I do have some background about that which I write.  

There are many thousands of Colorado schoolchildren who suffer from “nature-deficit disorder,” a term used by a writer from the flatlands to describe children who live in the city and spend most of their time indoors, which is almost incomprehensible to this farm girl.

The magnitude of the problem was recognized and written about by Richard Louv in his 2005 book, “Last Child in the Woods:  Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder.”  One study written about by Louv showed how symptoms of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder improved when children began experiencing nature settings and spending more time outdoors.  
Nature-deficit children grow up without the foundation for caring about the environment, for valuing the forests, the wildlife and the ecosystem.  To the cringe of many a mother, children must be allowed to go out and get dirty, but one of the most astonishing consequences uncovered during the studies written about by Louv, a resurgence of rickets, a bone-softening disease of the 19th century.  Why?  Kids spending so much time indoors get no outdoor exercise and Vitamin D gained while out in the sunshine.

The study also found just plain old unstructured time in the outdoors was beneficial.  Childhood is the time to instill that inner desire to be good to the environment, to the land we walk on, and that connection becomes stronger as children grow into adulthood.  

At the mid-point of the 19th century, farming anchored the rural economy, but that has slowly changed.  According to the U. S. Department of Agriculture, seven out of eight rural counties are dominated by other types of employment, as is the case here in Gilpin County.  
Next week more on what rural really means.  Until then, savor this wisdom shared in 1989 by Dr. Pam Colorado, an Oneida Indian:  “For a Western educated audience the notion of a tree with spirit is a difficult concept to grasp . . . the universe is alive.  Therefore, to see a Native speaking with a tree does not carry the message of mental instability; on the contrary, this is a scientist engaged in research!”  

Mark Twain once said, “The rule is perfect:  in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”
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