Doris Beaver’s

EYE ON THE LEGISLATURE . . .


Wrap Up – June 8, 2009.
   


Friday, June 5th was the last day for Governor Ritter to sign legislation passed during the 2009 legislative session, or have it become law without his signature.

Senate Bill 09-101:  Signed on June 4th by Governor Ritter, SB 101 provides that for expenditures to be made by the governing bodies of Central City, Black Hawk and Cripple Creek, the governing body must adopt standards for distribution of grants from the 20 percent portion of the state historical funds.  The bill also requires that the City be a certified local government, or if it is not, an independent restoration and preservation commission must be created for the purpose of expending state historical funds in accordance with Part 17 of Section 4, Article 47.1 of title 12 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.  
Senate Bill 09-247:  Signed by the Governor on June 2nd, SB 247 expands benefits for unemployed workers in Colorado by adding certain workers not previously covered; for example, a worker who separates from a job due to domestic violence, a worker who quits due to a spouse’s employment relocation and commuting is impractical, or an individual quits to take care of an ill or disabled immediate family member under certain circumstances.  

House Bill 09-1288:  This was one meant to tell the citizens of Colorado just where all the billions of dollars of the state budget actually go.  Now known as the “Colorado Taxpayer Transparency Act,” the legislation declares that the bill is meant to make easily accessible “the details of the state budget including how much revenue the state receives and how that revenue is spent.”  Signed by the Governor on June 4th, HB 1288 will probably be one of the more interesting bills to follow now that it’s been enacted.  As of this writing, no prediction is being made of just when the citizens of Colorado will be able to peruse the details of the state budget online.  
House Bill 09-1199:  The state of Colorado’s incredibly beautiful forests will receive greatly needed help with the signing of HB 1199 by the Governor on June 3rd.  During the signing ceremony held in Summit County, heart of ski country, the Healthy Forests/Vibrant Communities Act of 2009 was signed into law, a bill that is meant to reduce “the risk of wildfire, protect watersheds and Colorado’s electric power grid, and encourage business opportunities for wood-products entrepreneurs.”  The bill also provides help for communities to “assess and respond to wildfire and other risks, and move toward long-term restoration.”  

A good place for this writer’s opinion:  No matter the number of related bills passed, public officials seems adamant at ignoring the solution that will have the greatest impact and success – control/extinguishment of the wildfire before it grows to hundreds or thousands of acres.  No fire, whether started by humans or ignited by lightening starts out at even ten acres, much less one hundred or a thousand acres.  It is malfeasance by public officials to ignore providing more equipment for extinguishing wildland fires at the time of detection, equipment and personnel that must ultimately be brought in to deal with a massive wildfire situation.  Common sense dictates, control/extinguishment is successful sooner and at less cost when the fire is ten acres, even 100 acres, than when the wildland fire spreads to thousands of acres.  Need the safety of Colorado’s firefighters be mentioned?

Senate Bill 09-021:  The Governor signed SB 21 on June 3rd at a signing ceremony held at the Colorado Wildland Fire and Incident Management Academy located in Montrose.  The bill provides firefighters with free tuition at community colleges, junior colleges and Colorado Mountain Academy.  Two other bills involving firefighters were signed during that ceremony.  Senate Bill 09-013 “recognizes the value that volunteer firefighters provide as first responders, and protects them from civil liability when they are making decisions under stressful, life-threatening conditions.”  House Bill 09-1041 “allows fire protection districts to charge a fee for emergency rescue extraction and other safety services.”  

Senate Bill 09-244:  Signed on June 2nd, SB 244 was passed as a result of Colorado’s budget crisis precluding funding of an expansion of the children’s basic health care plan to include coverage for autism spectrum disorder.  SB 244 mandates that “on or after July 1, 2010, all health benefit plans issued or renewed in this state shall provide coverage for the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorders for a child . . . for a child from birth through eight years of age up to, but not including, nineteen years of age . . .”  As the reader might imagine, the details, requirements and limitations of this bill are numerous, but it does provide some help with the overwhelming burden faced by parents.  
House Bill 09-1094:  Representative Claire Levy indicated it was not as strong a bill as she had hoped for, but at least it’s a start.  As enacted, the HB 1094 prohibits a person less than 18 years of age from using a wireless telephone while operating a motor vehicle.  The bill also prohibits the use of a wireless telephone for the purpose of engaging in text messaging while operating a motor vehicle by that same age group.  Excepted by the bill is use for emergencies or to contact a public entity such as police or paramedics.  This one can now be described as only having a vague resemblance to the bill as introduced, but most likely will return in another session.  How many accidents/deaths will occur in the coming year which might have been prevented by drivers imposing restrictions on themselves?  Why must laws be passed to impose responsibility for one’s actions?  HB 1094 was signed by Governor Ritter on June 1st.
House Bill 09-1119:  Signed on June 2nd, HB 1119 provides for the creation of the rural youth alcohol and substance abuse prevention and treatment project and the rural detoxification project – youth meaning at least eight but less than eighteen years of age.

Senate Bill 09-158:  Also signed by the Governor on June 2nd, SB 158 authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to conduct a study of current Federal programs now in existence that would assist the General Assembly in assessing “whether and how the implementation of such programs in Colorado can be improved.”  The abuse of conservation easements by wealthy landowners is now being investigated by the Internal Revenue Service and the Colorado Division of Real Estate.  Those landowners considering a conversation easement should be aware, it is not the “cakewalk” it has been since the inception of the program.    

Senate Bill 09-245:  Signed on June 4th, SB 245 establishes a kinship guardianship assistance program and makes changes for such matters to conform to portions of Federal Public Law 110-351 relating to kinship.  It also speeds up the process by decreasing certain notification periods following the removal of a child and when arranging for placement of a child with relatives such as grandparents or other adult relatives. The kinship guardianship provides a more permanent placement for a child than foster care when adoption is not a possible solution.
Senate Bill 09-180:  The much publicized veto of SB 180, “Concerning collective bargaining by employees of public safety agencies,” will most likely haunt Governor Ritter’s re-election campaign during the coming year.  The Governor’s   “veto message” included the following reasons: 

· Local firefighters already may obtain collective bargaining rights through voter approval in their local communities.  Denver, Aurora, Thornton, Pueblo, Greeley, Longmont and Englewood have collective bargaining with firefighters.
· SB 180 would have overturned the will of the voters in communities that have opted against collective bargaining.

· Issues of firefighter safety raised by SB 180 are better addressed on a statewide basis rather than in just the few communities that would have been impacted by the legislation. 

The statement went on to explain that the Governor “has directed the Department of Public Safety to work with the Colorado Professional Firefighters, the Colorado State Fire Chiefs’ Association, the Colorado Municipal League, the Special District Association, Colorado Counties, Inc. and other stakeholders to develop a statewide fire department safety certification program and introduce, if necessary, implementing legislation for the 2010 legislative session.  

Significant is this comment from Mountain View Fire District Deputy Chief Steve Pischke:  SB 180 was overly broad-stroked.  It created difficult problems and did not allow local communities to address local issues.”  
Hopefully, labor will not conveniently forget the several union friendly bills passed during the last three sessions.  Need they be reminded, a new Republican governor would most likely undo all those.  


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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