Doris Beaver’s

EYE ON THE LEGISLATURE . . .



Wrap-up June 1, 2009.  With the long holiday weekend, not that many bills have been signed by the Governor since last week’s edition, so except for Senate bill 09-094, this week’s edition will be about some of the bills not written about by this writer during the legislative session, but signed by the Governor, and other matters.

Senate Bill 09-094:  Signed by the Governor on May 20th, SB094 creates a “new Transit and Rail Division within the Colorado Department of Transportation to advance mass transit and other rail opportunities around the state.”  The bill will serve as a complement to the “landmark FASTER” bill, a/k/a SB 108.  The reader should be cautious of those touting a rail spur from I-70 to Black Hawk.  Money for such an ambitious undertaking could be “20, 30, 40, even 50 years” into the future, a point in time when the majority of us ordinary citizens presently living in the county will have gone to that great rail yard in the sky.

All studies and future plans at this time include the “likelihood” of a stop along I-70, then shuttling of passengers to Central City/Black Hawk, or Black Hawk/Central City, depending on who is presenting the information.  


During Governor Ritter’s first year in office, he established a tradition for traveling to communities and cities throughout Colorado to sign legislation into law during “signing ceremonies.”  During the three years, signing ceremonies were held at schools, senior centers and solar parks in communities across Colorado.  The Governor’s statement on continuing this tradition:  “It’s important that we bring the business of the Capitol directly to the people and communities of Colorado.  Many of the bills approved by the legislature start with an idea from a Colorado resident.  Often, those residents can’t travel all the way to the Statehouse to see their idea signed into law, so each year we take a little bit of the Capitol right to them.” 

With the June 5th (Friday) deadline for the Governor to take action on the legislation passed during the 2009 session so close, a flurry of signing ceremonies have been scheduled around the state for Monday, Wednesday and Friday.    

Senate Bill 09-067:  Concerning the operation of the Colorado Credit Reserve Program, SB 067 is a part of what Governor Ritter refers to as “Our 2009 Economic Development Package) meant to help position Colorado for a strong recovery.”  SB 067 empowers the Colorado Economic Development Commission to contract with the Colorado Housing and Finance Authority “for the operation of Colorado Credit Reserve Program for the purpose of increasing the availability of credit to small businesses in Colorado.”  The national Federation of Independent Businesses, the Colorado Bankers Association and the Independent Bankers of Colorado were among the organizations that supported and advocated passage of SB 067.

Senate Bill 09-164:  Signed by Governor Ritter on May 19th, SB 164 establishes “Colorado’s first Child Welfare Training Academy,” which is to be run by the Colorado Department of Human Services, and will provide “approximately 400 new caseworkers and their supervisors with the training, skills and knowledge to better protect the state’s most vulnerable children from abuse and neglect.”  The Governor said, “This will save lives.  The academy will give child-welfare caseworkers the tools they need to protect kids and keep them safe.”

Point of Information:  With the signing of SB 067, Colorado joins approximately 20 other states in this country that have pre-service training academies.  Such states have seen an improvement in their child protection programs.

Senate Bill 09-02:  One of two bills signed by Governor Ritter on May 19th dealing with emergency medical services and public safety, SB 02 will “increase grant funding for emergency services so that local and county agencies can maintain their equipment and keep their doors open.”  Bill sponsors believe the funding “could translate into more than 100 new jobs,” and focuses on the issues of economic development and public safety in the important rural parts of the state.  
House Bill 09-1275:  This bill was also signed by Governor Ritter on May 19th, and is meant to streamline the certification process for emergency medical technicians (EMTs), thereby “reducing the number of emergency personnel vacancies throughout Colorado, especially rural communities.”  HB 1275 will “shorten the current long wait times to process out-of-state candidates, filling vacancies faster and ensuring safety for everyone.”  


One of HB 1275’s sponsors, Representative Dennis Apuan, D-El Paso, issued this comment upon the Governor’s signing:  “This bill is going to create more than 100 jobs in areas of the state that need those jobs and the additional emergency services personnel the most.  Ensuring we fill all our EMT jobs will also cut down response times for Coloradans during emergencies.  We need to get people to work and we need to make sure every single Coloradan is safe and protected, and that’s what this bill does.”  

Other Matters:  Colorado’s roadless areas received considerable publicity and news coverage in the previous Republican administrations – president’s and governor’s – and thankfully, under President Obama, our state will benefit greatly with the President’s commitment to protecting Colorado’s roadless areas.  Last week, the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that “for the next year all decisions regarding road building and tree cutting in the nation’s inventoried roadless areas will be made by the Secretary of Agriculture.  The USDA will use the year to develop a national long-term roadless policy.”  

Governor Ritter responded to the announcement by saying, “Colorado’s roadless rule will provide protection for Colorado’s roadless areas consistent with the objectives of the Obama administration, and therefore I look forward to continuing to work with the Secretary as we finalize the Colorado rule in the coming months.”  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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