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Part III – The Real Governor Gilpin.  William Gilpin certainly evoked a wide array of descriptions.  In May of 1848, dispatches published by the St. Louis Reveille gave Colonel Gilpin credit for ridding areas along the Santa Fe of Indians, stating that the approach of  Colonel Gilpin and his small force of two mounted companies caused the Indians to panic, “flying before him” as the reporter put it, but then reporting Gilpin made a “tour of the hostile country” . . . later encountering a large party of Comanches near the Moro in what is now New Mexico, “showing strong resistance until charged by the Americans, leaving many of their members dead upon the field, and the greater number of their stock in the hands of the Americans.”  

In October of 1848, Indian Agent Thomas Fitzpatrick wrote in his second annual report to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, reporting that from his camp in New Mexico, “Gilpin had fruitlessly ransacked the canyons of the Canadian and had then returned to the Arkansas.”  

Upon arrival in the Territory of Colorado as the newly appointed Territorial Governor, the editor of the Rocky Mountain News, William Byers, described Gilpin as “a very peculiar man,” and never ceased his ardent watch in matters of public finance.  In all fairness to Gilpin, in his climb up the ladder of politics, his “secondary” career from setting foot in the area, he was Colorado’s biggest, most vocal booster, a term used in those days, but today would be referred to as a promoter, and is sometimes given (or takes) credit for the Pacific railroad.  Gilpin was widely recognized for his geopolitical skills, and his maps, charts and road surveys were considered by the House of Representatives for the contemplated transcontinental railway.
As editors in modern times tend to be, Byers was not exactly impartial.  In 1860, three competing newspapers were started by a former partner and rival, Thomas Gibson.  Gibson’s silent partner was none other than William Gilpin, who by then was being referred to as a “frontiersman of high standing” and “a potent leader in civic affairs.”  
As is often the case with “climbing the political ladder,” Gilpin’s supporters and detractors were seemingly about equal.  Headlined as “Why President Lincoln Made Gilpin Governor of Colorado,” this anecdote appeared after Gilpin’s death.  Long-time supporter and political advisor, General Frank P. Blair of Missouri, called on President Lincoln trying to persuade the President to appoint Gilpin as Territorial Governor of Colorado, citing Gilpin’s service in the Seminole Indian War and assistance to the Western Pathfinder, John C. Fremont, he said, “Mr. President, Billy Gilpin has done more for that section of the country (Colorado) than any man now living.  Why Mr. President, Billy Gilpin built Pike’s Peak.”  President Lincoln, according to the article, was known for having a keen wit, responded to Blair, “If I knew that to be true I think I should appoint him.  Can you furnish me of any proof of it?”  “Yes sir,” replied Blair, “I saw him do it.”  That same day, Gilpin was named Territorial Governor of Colorado.  Gilpin’s contribution to the Seminole Indian Wars was dubious at best, if not downright nonexistent, except for recruiting soldiers from the St. Louis area to serve in the war.  (See last week’s edition of the Real Governor Gilpin.)
William Gilpin’s reign as Territorial Governor was short lived.  He arrived in Colorado in May of 1861, and finally took the oath of office on July 8th.  He quickly set about convening the first Territorial Legislature and formed a judiciary.  

Gilpin was a staunch Union supporter, and as word of the Civil War filtered West, Gilpin assumed authority for organizing a military force, actions for which led to his removal from office.  
Gilpin decided on his own it was necessary to raise a regiment of volunteer infantryman, but no money had been provided by the federal or Territorial Government.  Without authority or approval from either government, Gilpin decided to issue drafts believing the drafts would be honored and his actions supported.  He was wrong on both assumptions, and strongly condemned by the War Department for assuming such authority.

The number of drafts issued was on such a widespread scale as to be nearly disastrous to merchants and others in the Denver area who had accepted the drafts in good faith – the amount involved ranged from $375,000.00 upwards of $800,000.00 causing “a wave of consternation in Colorado.”  Editor Byers’ was the higher figure.
Gilpin’s trip to Washington to gain approval of the drafts, aided by Delegate Bennet and Colorado businessmen resulted in many of the drafts but not all being “adjusted.”  Many desperate merchants had already settled for far less than what the original drafts were issued for, amid charges Gilpin had given contracts to the highest bidder at “extortionate prices.”  The Treasury Department ultimately  admitted the basis for the expenditures were legitimate, but not that Gilpin’s methods and assumption of authority were proper.  
Gilpin’s harshest critic while in office was Editor Byers of the Rocky Mountain News, who wrote a scathing attack headlined “What Mr. Gilpin Has Done for Colorado,” ending it with this paragraph:  “He violated his instructions, overstepped his authority, compromised the General Government and the War Department, vilified our people abroad, ruined and plunged them into debt at home, bankrupted the Territory, embezzled the Indian fund, appointed his friends to offices not known or recognized, and then could not move a hand to extricate himself nor his dupes form the dilemma into which he had plunged them.”  Newspaper editors even then were prone to furthering their own vested interested and retaliation.  

Gilpin was replaced as Territorial Governor of Colorado by John Evans in March of 1862.  

Much later in Gilpin’s life (1879) in an interview with a New York Tribune reporter, he responded to the reporter’s question, “What will become of Indian Territory?”  Gilpin’s response was indicative of the attitude shown from the time white man arrived:  “What became of Massachusetts?  There were Indians there.  It will be the same thing with the Indian Territory.  Some Indians will always exist in Massachusetts and New York.  I have seen 200,000 Indians fade away where now are 4,000 towns.”
 Mark Twain once said, “The rule is perfect:  in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”
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