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PART VI – GLOBAL COOLING.  We ordinary citizens are an accepting group of people, but especially of information provided by our government.  That statement does bear a bit of explanation.  In the early days of America, communication was, at best slow, the pace unimaginable by present day Americans and their requirements for instantaneous speed.  Paul Revere’s “one if by land, two if by sea” was top speed in those days (if that really happened).  

American citizens were trusting of their government when nuclear energy and the bombs for World War II were developed, with information undisclosed about the consequences:

· Damage to the health of workers in the nuclear industry, many of whom died for lack of treatment as the government dragged its feet, requiring proof their jobs were the source of the problem;

· Contaminated land such as Rocky Flats and every site hosting a nuclear facility; and

· No method of removing contamination or disposal method of spent nuclear rods except storing them.  (Colorado’s St. Vrain nuclear power plant in northern Colorado never produced energy but was converted to a natural gas powered power plant at an outrageous cost to taxpayers is a prime example.  A portion of that site continues to this day to be under 24-hour/7-days-a-week security where all things contaminated with radiation have been stored.   That project is a prime example of blatant waste by an all-knowing government lacking the intelligence and expertise to hire competent contractors.  The workmanship was so shoddy, the plant could never be put on-line to produce energy.)  
NASA’s release of the hottest temperatures in recent years was found to be so wrong in more ways than just the distortion caused by the location of its temperature sensing stations.  Researchers disputing NASA’s temperature recordations discovered this significant information:  “Less than a decade ago the United States government changed the way it recorded temperatures and no one thought to correlate the new temperatures with the old ones until Canadian researcher Steve McIntyre did so.”  His correlation resulted in the revised record showing that since 1880, the hottest years to be 1934, 1998 the second hottest year and 1921 to be the third hottest.  

McIntyre’s correlation also resulted in this statistic:  “Eight of the 15 hottest years in the past century occurred before carbon dioxide began its recent rise.”  This statistic seems to lend some credibility to a statement by Dr. Jay Lehr of the Heartland Institute:  “. . . more than 31,000 American scientists have signed a petition stating in part, that there is no convincing scientific evidence human release of carbon dioxide, methane, or other greenhouse gases are causing or will in the foreseeable future cause catastrophic heating of the Earth’s atmosphere or disruption of the plant’s climate.”   
Dr. Lehr also made this comment:  “Since credible scientific evidence established that CO2 from mankind has little impact on temperature and none on public health, the net result of CO2 limitations will be a transfer of wealth and the ceding of more authority to the United Nations as a global government.”  The “credible scientific evidence” warrants real scrutiny, a certain amount of skepticism from this writer, and an inquiry to Dr. Lehr which will be included in a future edition of this column.  A future edition of this column will also present objective information from the Nongovernmental International Panel on Climate Change – remember, that’s the counter panel to the United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  
As we have seen with the development and required use of ethanol as an additive to gasoline, the best of intentions often go awry, especially when government undertakes things on a global scale.  Third World (developing) countries are at a disadvantage if prevented from using their most easily exploitable natural resources, those that offer the greatest improvement in standard of living for the least dollar spent.  

At a 2007 conference on climate change, moral extortion reared its ugly head which could almost be classified as “justifiable.”  The President of the dirt-poor country of Guyana offered to limit logging inside its rain forests if it received compensation.  Guyana’s rain forest encompasses land area equal to the size of England.  While no compensation figure was mentioned, the Minister of Agriculture proposed a plan that would forego any new contracts for logging in the country’s rain forests, but honor existing timber concessions.  

From a somewhat realistic standpoint, carbon dioxide gets a bit of a bum rap, and is not the root of all climate change.  Here’s a little more scientific evidence provided by Dr. Lehr on the good side of carbon dioxide:

· CO2 is not a pollutant;  

· It makes crops and forests grow faster;

· Satellite mapping over the last twenty years shows the Earth becoming 6% greener and forests expanding into arid regions, with the Amazon rain forest gaining two tons of additional biomass per acre per year; and  
· Overall benefits:  fewer storms, more rain, better crop yields, longer growing seasons, milder winters and decreasing heating costs in colder climates.

Careful studies by objective researchers acknowledge climate change does not benefit all regions equally, and therein lies what the “pushers” of global warming emphasize to support their position.  

Again from Dr. Lehr:  “A full 900,000 years of ice core temperature records and carbon dioxide content records show that CO2 increases follow rather than lead increases in Earth temperatures, which is logical because the oceans are the primary source of CO2 and they hold more CO2 when cool than when warm, so warming causes the oceans to release more CO2.”  Point-of-information:  If verified, the process could not exactly be classified as caused by man.    
Ignored by all those “pushing” the typical talking and persuasive points of global warming is this:  Temperatures have fluctuated over the past 5,000 years, and today, Earth’s temperature is below the average for the past 5,000 years.”  Seeing the Round Corners will revisit these last two points in a future edition.  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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