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PART V – Global Cooling. “Innocent fraud” is a term used by famed economist John Kenneth Galbraith to describe a number of situations that affect the economics of this country and the World.  The cap and trade carbon bill just passed by the House in Washington may be another well-intentioned idea that ends up being classified as innocent fraud – innocent fraud being described as the act of giving ourselves over to self-serving belief and “contrived nonsense,” or more simply fraud.  

The local publication, Highlander Monthly, carries a feature “Highlander Poetry” each month.  One deserved saving and gives this writer a chuckle quite often.  This particular one was a critter cartoon of an exchange between a horse and cat.  Horse asks ‘What does it mean ‘A good deed never goes unpunished?’”  Cat replies:  “Oh that is what happens when a kindness backfires, and the universe turns around to throw manure in your face!”  The cap and trade carbon bill passed in the House may not be intended to be exactly a kindness to the world, but it sure just may be the trigger for the universe to throw manure in our faces in oh so many ways --- agriculture (food supplies), environmental health worldwide and the economy of developing Third World countries, to name a few.  

Hopefully, by this edition, the reader is a little more curious about the other side of the climate change, and beginning to wonder about just what the public is not being told.  

Polar bears are a species used as a “warm and fuzzy” example of pending doom brought on by global warming.  This writer readily admits to those warm and fuzzy feelings every time a bouncing polar bear cub runs across the television screen, but, Dr. Jay Lehr of the Heartland Institute presents these statistics regarding polar bears:  “The overall polar bear population has increased from about 5,000 in the 1960’s to 25,000 today, and the only two populations in decline come from areas where it has actually been getting colder over the past 50 years.  Polar bears were around 100,000 years ago, long before at least one important interglacial period when it was much warmer than the present.  Clearly, they have survived long periods of time when the climate of the Artic was much warmer than today.”  


There are four major global temperature tracking outlets around the world:  Hadley UK, NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies, University of Alabama Huntsville, and Remote Sensing Systems in Santa Rosa.  Updated figures released by these outlets show that “in 2007 global cooling ranged from 0.65 degrees Centigrade to 0.75 degrees Centigrade, enough to erase nearly all the global warming recorded over the past 100 years in just one year.”  

It may be appropriate at this point to remind readers, supporters of renewable energy (wind, solar, geothermal, solar thermal, etc.) do not pretend that all fossil-fuel generated power can be completely replaced by renewable energy anytime in the near future, not even in our lifetimes.  But, as with any technology, it must start somewhere to ever advance.  The space program started with unmanned space ships and advanced to monkey-piloted spaceships before a man was ever sent into space . . . well, you get the idea.  

Now for some economics on climate change/global cooling.  Not many people would argue that coal power, in line after nuclear, is the least expensive, cost efficient, reliable way of producing electricity.  (Wind turbines must have wind and solar panels must have the sun in order to produce power.)  The resultant pollution from coal power can be dealt with, but at very high costs.  Nuclear waste is another matter, one not dealt with when it should have been.    


The Clean Air Act requires installation of scrubbers on new power plants and on power plants that undergo significant overhauls/upgrades.  A scrubber is a pollution-control device installed on coal-fired power plants meant to clean the emissions from the plant.  Those scrubbers cut the efficiency of a plant by as much as 11% and increase the construction/overhauls costs enormously.  

Wind farms and solar installations take up vast amounts of land.  Land areas with wind farms are typically still useable for cattle grazing, but the land is taken out of use when large solar installations are put in place.  

In Colorado’s San Luis Valley, a utility-scale solar project is under consideration by the Bureau of Land Management on some 22,000 acres of public lands.  All total, there are 550,000 acres of public lands in the San Luis Valley.  Environmental concerns are already mounting because of scattered wetlands, water protection issues and wildlife.

Also to be considered in this massive installation is the lack of adequate transmission lines to carry the electricity generated.  Lack of transmission lines is the overall controlling factor for many renewable energy projects, but yet, little is heard about constructing new transmission lines.  Governor Ritter’s office is aware of the constraints inadequate transmission lines place on renewable energy projects, and is addressing the matter, according to his energy office.  
Single –source solar installations in the Denver area include the following.  

In metro Denver, the Northwest Parkway is planning 5,000 solar panels to defray the $12,000.00 monthly power bill for the roadway (lights, machines to collect tolls and power for the highway’s headquarters).  

Denver International Airport’s solar array is touted as the country’s most visible – 9,200 panels on 7-1/2 acres.
The Colorado Convention Center’s parking garage in Denver is powered 24 hours a day by 1,310 solar panels installed on its roof.  

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. chose New Mexico to build a 30-megawatt photovoltaic power plant (500,000 solar panels adequate for about 9,000 homes).  The plant will be one of the World’s largest, with the New Mexico location chosen in large part because of an existing transmission line that can deliver the power produced by the plant.  The Colfax County plant will occupy 250 acres and employ 120-140 workers during construction scheduled to begin in April of next year.  

SunEdison’s 8.2 megawatt solar plant on 80 acres near Alamosa provides electricity for 1,500-2,300 homes.  SunEdison is considered to be North America’s largest solar-energy services provider, and its plant near Alamosa was the largest utility-scale photovoltaic power plant in operation in the United States as of September 2008.  

In 2006, WorldWater and Power Corporation, an international solar electric engineering and water management company, completed a solar installation to  provide full solar electric power for irrigation of a tree farm in Borrego Springs, California.  The $1.8 million project was estimated to save 70% of the farm’s electricity bill and generate electricity to run two 250 horsepower well pumps.  

It is true, solar and wind will only be able to provide some of the increased demand for electricity, but the totality of such projects as described in the previous paragraphs will take some of the load off utility companies to produce electricity and, at some point, begin to curb the need for construction of new power plants.  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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