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On March 31st, President Obama signed the Omnibus Public Lands Bill which includes the Rocky Mountain National Park Wilderness Act, the Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area and Dominguez Canyons Wilderness Area.  Colorado’s congressional delegation, led by now Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, have worked for years toward passage of this bill, far too many in this writer’s opinion.    
Colorado’s newest Senator, Michael Bennet, released this statement:  “Coloradans have fought tirelessly to find sensible ways to protect our land and water, and today they are finally seeing their hard work bear fruit.  This law will leave our kids and grandkids with the opportunity to enjoy Colorado’s special places and signature landscapes for years to come.”  
HB09-1310:  Democrats always get blamed for growing government, but in the case of HB 1310, Republicans hopefully may not react as they usually do in that it means the State of Colorado will collect taxes it has been losing out on for far too many years.

The legislative declaration of HB 1310 explains the problems meant to be addressed by the bill.  By misclassifying an employee as an independent contractor, which violates the “Colorado Employment Security Act,” an employer avoids paying or underpaying employment taxes to the State of Colorado for covered employment.

Avoiding the payment of appropriate taxes to the State gives businesses operating in such a manner unfair competitive advantage over businesses that properly classify employees.  
On the other side of the table, misclassified employees lose out on the economic protection benefits that properly classified employees do receive – unemployment, workers compensation and minimum wage.
HB 1310 creates the Office of Employee Misclassification (OEM) in the Division of Employment and Training in the Department of Labor and Employment.  The bill empowers the OEM to investigate complaints of misclassification of employees, to impose fines and order the employer to pay back taxes owed.  Upon a second or subsequent violation, an employer may be prohibited from contracting with the State of Colorado for a period of up to two years.  

As amended, the bill allows an employer to request a nonbinding advisory opinion from the division director.

Sponsors of House Bill 09-1310: 

Representative Claire Levy, D-Boulder, (303) 866-2578

Senator Rollie Heath, D-Boulder, (303) 866-4872
Senate Bill 09-080:  Precipitation is the focal point of SB 080 titled “Concerning Limited Exemptions for Water Collected From Certain Residential Rooftops.”  The bill just passed the third reading in the House, and hopefully will get the Governor’s signature.  This bill is a long-time coming, and should have been passed in one of its previous trips through the legislature.  


The exemption applies to “3,000 square feet of roof of a residence that is not connected to a domestic water system serving more than three single-family dwellings.”    

The restrictions for use imposed by the bill include:  

· ordinary household purposes;

· fire protection;

· watering animals and livestock; and

· irrigation of not more than one acre of gardens and lawns.  
An applicant who meets the qualifications set forth in the bill must apply to the state water engineer and pay a fee.  Applicants with an existing well will meet with minimal processing.  Those applicants without a well or intending to drill a well will be required to have the Division of Water Resources in the Department of Natural Resources “conduct a full evaluation of the applicant’s property” which requires about an hour of an agency technician’s time.  

Lead Sponsors of SB 09-080: 

Senator Jim Isgar, D-Archuleta, Dolores, LaPlata, Montezuma, 

Montrose, Ouray, San Juan, San Miguel (303)  866-4884  

     
Representative Marsh Looper, R-El Paso. (303)  866-2946

House Bill 09-1199:  This bill represents increased efforts by the State of Colorado “To help ensure that communities and firefighters have sufficient resources, technical support and training to adequately assess wildfire risks.”  If passed, the bill enacts the “Colorado Healthy Forests and Vibrant Communities Act of 2009” (the Act).

The Act significantly broadens Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) responsibilities and requires the CSFS to provide the following services to help communities address wildfire issues:  

· expand the fuel mitigation program cost-share grants to land owners in the wildland-urban interface; 
· hire temporary staff to implement and monitor mitigation grants;  

· provide resources for aerial surveys to assess wildfire and insect risks; and 

· provide resources to incorporate pathology information into forest analyses.  

The bill also provides for $1,100,000.00 to improve and protect watersheds under the Community Watershed Restoration provision.  The CSFS is also to “work with the Air Quality Control Commission in the Department of Public Health and Environment to examine increased use of prescribed fire as a tool to restore forests.”  
A loan program will be instituted for programs using beetle-killed timber and other timber for traditional and non-traditional uses, but initial funding is limited to $80,000.00.

Wildfire risk reduction or fuels mitigation treatment will be funded through the creation of a continuously appropriated Wildfire Risk Mitigation Revolving Fund.  The CSFS will also be requesting proposals statewide to generate startup capital to be used by businesses for equipment as part of wildfire risk reduction or fuels mitigation treatment.  The most difficult problems in wildfire mitigation are probably the difficulty in getting timber out of the forests and the significant startup capital required for the proper equipment.  
An existing training program offered by the Division of Fire Safety in the Department of Public Safety will, under the bill, receive an ongoing appropriation of $50,000.00.  

For local governments that see additional responsibilities under HB 1199 that the CSFS deems appropriate towards developing Community Wildfire Protection Plans, additional resources will be made available to assist in carrying out such responsibilities as wildfire risk mitigation and responsibilities.      

Lead Sponsors of HB 09-1199:  

Representative Christine Scanlan, D-Eagle/Lake/Summit (303) 866-2952

Senator Dan Gibbs, D-Boulder/Clear Creek/Gilpin/Grand/Jefferson/Summit


(303) 866-4873


A late-breaking update on the in-state tuition bill (SB 09-170):  This registered Democrat parts company with those responsible for what took place last week on this controversial bill.  If you have not heard about it – briefly, Republican Senator Ted Harvey, was scheduled to be absent (with permission) on Friday when the vote was to be taken in the Senate Appropriations Committee on SB 170.  The bill was moved ahead of others already scheduled to be heard by the Committee, knowing full well of Harvey’s planned absence.  Senator “Moe” Keller, a Wheat Ridge Democrat, also opposed the bill, with both sides of the aisle believing that meant defeat of the bill (Harvey’s vote would have meant a tie, thus killing the bill.)  The bill passed and is being debated by the full Senate as this goes live on the website.  aH

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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